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Abstract
This paper looks at the possibility to use local and micro history to shed light on global 

events. The focus is on the curriculum for the upper secondary high school in Sweden. The 

paper, in connection to this, also looks at the applicable didactics and history science.

 The local and micro history of Filipstad (in eastern Värmland, Sweden) is used and 

the theme of the material and historical narrative is iron.

 The paper gives a summary history and prehistory of the district that today is 

included in Filipstad´s municipal. This local history is constantly connected to bigger 

events and persons in history.

 The didactic thinking is that when history is about local events (local history) or 

about individuals (micro history) history will be of more interest to the student. And it will 

be easier to see the importance of global events when the student sees that it has affected 

the local history.

 The author´s conclusion is that its relatively easy to make connections between the 

local and the global narrative. The problems occur when individuals (micro history) is 

supposed to illustrate local or global events. The reason for this is that the individual, in the 

best of didactic worlds, can´t be anyone. The point is that is has to be someone that the 

student can relate to. If one sticks to readily explored individuals, which are few, one is 

destined to be restricted to only the local and global events that has a direct connection to 

the individual. If so, history runs a big risk of being fragmentary and the chronology and 

thematics of the history subject can´t be used.


