International practicum for what and on whose terms?
Getahun Yacob Abraham
Senior Lecturer
Karlstad University
The aim of this paper is to investigate about the aims of international practicum and who is
benefiting from it. If it is found that one side, the North or the South, is benefiting, to look at
the possibilities to reconsider the practicum in order to benefit both. Review of literature in
the field and my own experiences as a Swedish university lecturer involved in the teacher
students practicum in the South will be the base for this paper. Some preliminary results of
my literature review show that practicum in the South mainly focuses on giving the teacher
students from the North the possibility of intercultural understanding with specific focus of
dealing with change taking place at home, the diversity of students in classrooms (Abraham
& von Brömssen, 2018; Bosire & Brigham, 2009; Marx & Moss, 2011; Wiken & Klein, 2017).
Long time experiences show that in the movement of students from the North to the South,
the economically and politically dominant countries can dictate the terms (Bosire & Brigham,
2009; Yang, 2002). In addition to that the countries in the center gain more advantages than
the countries in the periphery (Barnet & Reggie, 1995).
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